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2015 marks the 10th year of Harvard Graduate 
Women in Science and Engineering (HGWISE).  
A great deal has changed in the last 10 years for women 
in science and engineering. The WISE beyond Your 
Years Symposium brings together women in the field 
from various generations to discuss and reflect upon 
the progress we have made as well as look toward the 
future. Thank you for joining the celebration!

WISE Beyond 
Your Years 
Symposium



HGWISE is a graduate student organization dedicated to the personal, 
academic, and professional development of women in the natural 
sciences, social sciences, and engineering at Harvard University. 
HGWISE aims to enhance the graduate experience for women in 
science and engineering at Harvard by providing opportunities for 
networking, professional development, and mentoring, as well as 
developing a meaningful community for women scientists.  
Get involved by joining us at a board meeting! Visit our website at 
hgwise.org or contact us at hgwise@gmail.com.

HGWISE Executive Board
Jean Fan 
PhD candidate in bioinformatics and integrative genomics
HGWISE Co-Chair

Kaia Mattioli 
PhD candidate in biological and biomedical sciences
HGWISE Secretary

Allyson Morton 
PhD candidate in biological sciences in public health
HGWISE Mentoring Co-Chair

Julia Rogers 
PhD candidate in biophysics
HGWISE Mentoring Co-Chair

Shuyan Zhang 
PhD candidate in applied physics
HGWISE Treasurer

Jing Shi 
PhD candidate in physics
HGWISE Mentoring Co-Chair

Agenda
10:00 a.m.	 Poster session
11:30 p.m.	 Lunch Break
1:00 p.m.	 Alumni Panel
	 “How HGWISE has empowered me to succeed”
2:00 p.m.	 Coffee Break
2:15 p.m.	 Keynote Address
3:15 p.m.	 Coffee Break
3:30 p.m.	 Discussion Panel
	 “Women in STEM: How far we’ve come and what challenges remain”
5:00 p.m.	 Networking Social

“How HGWISE has  
empowered me to succeed”

Panel moderator
Elise Wilkes Kondziolka
PhD candidate in Earth and planetary 
sciences

Alumni Panelists
Meredith Fisher 
PhD ’07, organismic and evolutionary biology
HGWISE Co-Chair 2005-2006, 2006-2007
Director of investments in Boston-area 
private office

Martine Zilversmit 
PhD ’07, organismic and evolutionary biology
HGWISE Secretary 2005-2006
IRTA Fellow at the National Institute for 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
Faculty member at the Foundation for 
Advanced Education in the Sciences 

Sarah Boyer 
PhD ’07, organismic and evolutionary biology
HGWISE Treasurer 2005-2006
Associate professor of biology, Macalester 
College

Sloan Siegrist 
PhD ’08, biological sciences in public health
HGWISE Board 2007-2008
Assistant professor, Department of 
Microbiology, University of Massachusetts 
Amherst

Sarah Ballard 
PhD ’12, astronomy
HGWISE Treasurer 2010-2011
NASA Carl Sagan Fellow

Keynote
Susan Lindquist, PhD ’77
Professor of biology, MIT
Investigator of the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute

Introduced by
Jean Fan
PhD candidate in bioinformatics and 
integrative genomics

“Women in STEM: How far we’ve come 
and what challenges remain” 

Panel moderator
Julia Rogers
PhD candidate in biophysics

Discussion Panelists
Susan Lindquist, PhD ’77
Professor of biology, MIT
Investigator of the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute

Suzanne Gaudet, PhD ’99
Assistant professor of genetics, Harvard 
Medical School

Radhika Nagpal, PhD ’01
Fred Kavli Professor of Computer Science, 
Harvard School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences



Volunteers

Leonora Bittleston
Eryn Blass
Ming Gao
Vivian Hemmelder
Alison Hill
Jennifer Hsiao
Jessica Kunke
Chia-Cheng Li
Scott Luro
Vinidhra Mani
Maria Jesus Olarte
Heather Olins
Jennie Pouget
Allison Provost
Sofia Alexandre Santos
Kamil Slowikowski
Qian Wan
Mei Yin

Thank you to GSAS and HILS for their generous funding and support.
(additional special thanks)


